MY   AFRICAN   NEIGHBOURS

I felt very sony for them both; but when I asked Hassan,
full of sympathy, if he felt very sorry that the girl was
leaving him he laughed, and said: 'Not at all!' He was
thinking, no doubt, that there are as many fish in the sea
as have come out of it.

As long as the bridegroom has incurred no expenses on
behalf of his lady, and as long as the relations of both have
not been formally and solemnly informed of the union, the
separation is not treated as being of any importance. But
where all these conditions have been fulfilled, separation is
sure to be followed by litigation.

If the native woman's conduct as a spouse, looked at
from the white man's point of view, leaves much to be
desired, it must be proclaimed, on the other side, that no
words of praise could even approximately do justice to her
in her character as housewife and as mother.

Her thrift, her patience, her endurance, her uncom-
plaining and quiet cheerfulness, are the incomparable
qualities against which her husband has nothing to put into
the balance except official representation and the prestige
of masculine strength, which, as a protection, is becoming
more and more superfluous.

Long before sunrise, long before her husband rises, she
gets up to go and fetch water from the lake or from the
river. On many occasions this function is accompanied by
personal danger, as, for instance, when the only water
supply is a river or a lake infested with crocodiles, or when
man-eating lions happen to be about. These generally
choose their victims from women who are on their way to
the water or returning from it. I have known of many
100